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The City Council of the City of Longview, Texas, met in a Regular Session, January 14, 
2016, at 5:30 P.M. in the Council Chambers of the Jo Ann Metcalf Municipal Building.  
Mayor Andy Mack presided. 
 
Members present were: Members absent were: 
 
Andy Mack 
Ed Moore 
Nona Snoddy 
Kasha Williams 
Kristen Ishihara 
David Wright 
Sidney Allen 
 
Staff members present were: 
 
David Willard, City Manager 
Keith Bonds, Assistant City Manager 
Shawn Hara, Media and Tourism Manager 
Shelly Ballenger, City Secretary 
Jim Finley, City Attorney 
Michael Shirley, Director of Development Services 
Rolin McPhee, Director of Public Works 
Laura Hill, Director of Community Services 
Angela Coen, Director of Financial Services 
Mary Ann Miller, Director of Administration 
Scott Caron, Director of Parks and Recreation 
J.P. Steelman, Fire Chief 
Mike Bishop, Police Chief 
 



MINUTES 
City Council Meeting 
January 14, 2016 
Page 2 
 
 
I. Call to Order – Mayor Andy Mack called the meeting to order. 
 
 
 
 
II. Invocation – Reverend Richard Tennison, Pastor of Mount Pleasant Christian 
Methodist Episcopal Church gave the invocation. 
 
 
 
 
III. Pledge of Allegiance – Richard Tennison, Pastor of Mount Pleasant Christian 
Methodist Episcopal Church led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
 
 
 
IV. Employee Recognition 
 
Supervisor’s Network was a course created by the City’s Human Resources Department in 
2000 as a way to encourage supervisors to expand their skills and knowledge in the area of 
management.  The City of Longview has a history of providing career advancement to many 
employees throughout the organization.  This course enhances skills, allows the participants to 
learn from each other, and provides supervisors with additional tools to help them become more 
effective in their jobs and better prepared for career advancement opportunities. 
 
The Supervisor’s Network Course takes one year to complete.  Like a college class, participants 
are required to complete assigned readings, take part in discussion, answer supervisory 
scenario questions, prepare homework and deliver a presentation.  A new class started just 
yesterday, but the most recent graduates are here tonight.  We want to recognize the 
Supervisor’s Network Class of 2015. 
 
2015 GRADUATES     DEPARTMENT/DIVISION K 
Keith Bibb      Parks and Recreation 
Robyn Edwards     Human Resources 
Jennifer Eldridge     Library 
Walter Gaut      Streets & Drainage 
Phillip Hale      Streets & Drainage 
Frank Howell      Waste Water Treatment Plant 
Heidi Nance      Police Department 
Andy Parker      Fire Department 
Damien Reese     Water Collection/Distribution 
Randy Ross      Public Safety Communications 
Angela Walker      Finance 
Vance Wyly      Development Services  
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V. Proclamations 
 

A. Presentation of a Proclamation for National Poverty in America 
Awareness Month with Partners in Prevention –  

 
Mayor Mack:  January 2016 is Poverty in America Awareness month in the city of 
Longview, whereas in 2015 Longview Community Ministries provide approximately 
29,000 bags of groceries, Newgate Mission provided more than 64,000 meals, Infoline 
of Gregg County received 1800 calls and East Texas Foodbank provided 1.2 million 
meals in Gregg County.  These agencies and others are striving to limit poverty. Now 
therefore I, Andy Mack, by the power invested in me as Mayor of the city of Longview 
proclaim January 16, 2016 as Poverty in America awareness month in Longview.  We 
know poverty exists.  We understand it and we want to not close our eyes to it.  Thank 
you all for not closing your eyes to it, thank you for being there for those that need it the 
most.  Thank you for your sacrifice and your service.   
 
 
 
 

B. Presentation of a Proclamation for National Mentoring Month with 
Partners in Prevention –  

 
Mayor Mack:  Partners in Prevention has requested January as National Mentoring 
month by proclamation of the Mayor.  The city of Longview’s Partners in Prevention has 
156 mentors serving as positive role models to young people with Forever Friends and 
the Co-Pilot Mentoring Program.  They help them by navigating their paths to becoming 
successful adults playing a powerful role in preventing substance abuse, incarceration, 
and youth violence.  Additionally, they boost academic achievement and workforce 
readiness.  That piece of paper means nothing.  What means everything is this, all your 
time, your effort what you do for the youth and the citizens of Longview in this realm is 
immeasurable.  We are so grateful to each and every one of you for all the time that you 
spend in helping someone else so I appreciate it.   
 
 
 
 
VI. Citizen Comment 
 
James Wilcox and Chris Mack, 6 Thorntree, Longview:  We came to invite you all; on 
behalf of the Longview ISD Culinary Arts Department.  They are opening up a café that 
will serve the public on one to two nights a month.  Dr. Wilcox has the details, but we 
came to invite you to the kickoff dinner on February 12, 2016.  The 12th is on a Friday 
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night and the facility can handle 30 people.  The eight of you have the first invitations 
with your spouses, or significant others.  Things will start around 6 o'clock.   
 
We are very proud of our new program director, Brian Casper and the students are all 
excited as well.  If you get your people to call our people we should be in good shape.  
We can't charge the public, but a donation can be accepted.  
 
Michael Shirley, Development Director:  I would like to introduce Mark Savasta our new 
building official.  He has been on the job for a few weeks and we are very glad to have 
him on board.  I would like to invite council and members of our community to the 
reception we have for him on Friday, February 22, 2016, at 410 South High Street.  It 
will be from 2:30 to 4:30.  We welcome anybody to come and visit our facility and also 
meet Mr. Savasta.  He is going to be a great asset to our organization and we are 
thankful to have him here.   
 
Vik Verma, 505 Danville Rd #206, Kilgore, 75662:  This weekend is a very important in 
our community, state and country.  It is MLK weekend which celebrates the life and 
work of Dr. Martin Luther King on his birthday.  We have had a very good celebration 
every year that goes from Friday to Monday and we are continuing that this year.   
 
One thing that a lot of us in the community have noted over time as the event has 
continued is, there has been one thing significantly lacking in the event and the 
weekend and that is service events.  We want to go further and want to have a more 
hands-on effort.  So this year we are partnering with First Presbyterian Church and St. 
Andrews Presbyterian Church to have a canned food drive for all the events as part of 
MLK weekend.   
 
We are starting out small this year and getting our feet wet wanting to make this event 
really large going forward in the future.  We also more importantly do not want this to be 
the only service event on MLK weekend.  We want to make this service not part of the 
event, but the central part.  My number is 903-522-1304 and my email is 
V2AGGIE2@gmail.com if you would like us to pick up cans at your church this Sunday 
or anytime during the weekend.   
 
(Minor) Jakobe Ross, 1613 W. Birdsong, 75602:  It’s good to be here today and I 
wanted to talk about the murders in Longview, Texas is really crazy.  It’s really about 
black on black crime.  I think it’s stupid and that it is mainly kids that are the ages 16 – 
28.  They just want to get money, illegally, but most of the time just ends up getting 
killed.  Thank you for your time. 
 
Tammie Porter, 1501 E. Whaley St. #916, 75602:  I am Tammy Porter and I'm born and 
raised in Longview Texas.  I am the Bountiful be Encouraged Ministries.  Mayor Mack I 
just want to start with something you said at one of my events.  Longview doesn't have 
sides. They don’t have Southside, Northside, Eastside or Westside. We are Longview 
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and right now the Southside of Longview is not doing well at all.  It hasn’t been doing 
well for a while but, right now citizens are upset, and they are scared for their lives.  
They fear for their lives and their homes.  
 
 We’ve had fifteen murders and how many have been solved, two?  We've had three or 
four fires in the last three or four days and right now is the time to do something 
collectively.  Not this organization or that organization, or these two people over here.  
Everybody needs to come together.  I don't know if you all have three or four sirens 
going off at night in your neighborhood, but we do.  It’s not good; it’s not good at all.  It’s 
not good for the children or the elderly people that live there.  It doesn't look good for 
Longview.   
 
My oldest son is 20 and he's just graduated from Kilgore College in December and he's 
on his way going somewhere else.  He had friends over there that didn't want to come 
to Longview to shop or eat.  They always want to go to Tyler.  They would state they 
didn’t want to go to Longview, it’s not safe.  Something has to be done.  I don't know 
what we can do to help you all or the LPD.  Children are running around here scared 
crazy out of their minds.  I love Longview.  I've been here all my life.  I don't want to see 
it go down like Chicago.  Within the first 10 days of the New Year they had 100 
shootings.  Will that be Longview one day?  Think about that.   
 
(Minor) Victoria Chadwick, 1300 Rayburn, 75602:  I came to speak on the violence that 
has been going on in Longview.  I think as African-Americans we should come together 
and stop discriminating against our own race.  It’s too many shootings and drive-byes 
going on in the small town.  Issues in our city derived from stemming gang violence, 
robberies, poverty, low income environments and racial tensions.  For one example my 
big brother:  He lives in an environment with gangs, marijuana, and every other violent 
you can think of.  I don't want my brother on KLTV or receiving a phone call saying my 
brother got shot or was caught in a robbery and got killed.  If we want to start change in 
this community we have to begin stepping up and speaking up.  How many more 
shootings or killings do we need for people to realize what really needs to happen?   
 
(Minor) Jo’Nathan Davis, 803 Willow Dr., 75602:  It is an honor to be before you and tell 
you about today's outbreak in Longview.  I believe that we the people of our city could 
do better.  The image of our city to other people is a rundown place full of murder 
scenes, billboards and wannabes.  But we are doing so poorly that the images are 
becoming true.  We aren’t doing anything to prove the other people wrong.  It’s sad to 
say, but most of the murders and crimes are due to us, young men twenty eight and 
under.  Young black men should have ways of making legal money instead of illegal 
money.  The game, trap houses and black on black crime are the reason why we have 
most of the deaths in Longview.  Instead of trying to figure how to get people in jail we 
should figure out how to take young men and women off the streets and have good job 
so they can stay out of trouble.  We need to come together and lift our city up that I love 
so much.  I’m tired of watching the news every other night and hearing that somebody 
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always gets murdered.  Let’s stop discriminating against, one another let’s love instead 
of hate, let’s lift up instead of putting down.  Let us be the best we can be.  Thank you.   
 
Jamie Jones, 1503 Sandlin St., 75602:  The gangs and what they are doing in the 
streets are getting worried and my family also.  I can’t even go outside and feel safe 
anymore.  I want us to unite and stop the discriminating about the violence in Longview, 
Texas.  Let the kids and the families of Longview Texas feel safe again.   
 
Donna Sharp, 310 D. Fredonia, 75602:  I appreciate the opportunity to be here with you 
this evening and to speak about the needs in our community and the payday lending 
ordinance as Director of Greater Longview United Way we impact lives every day to our 
community into the programs that we find in our community.  The services that we see 
in our community, the needs and requests continue to increase.   
 
These are folks that are working that are retired, they’re disabled, they’re unemployed, 
and they’re elderly so it goes all across the spectrum.  The average American has very 
little in reserve when an unexpected expense arises.  Longview residents are no 
different.  We would like to say we have that nest egg and we had that reserve but 
catastrophic illness, transmission in a car, things happen in life and we need money to 
for when those things go wrong and we need to continue our lifestyle.   
 
Many believe that there is a need for a quick cash situation, but I firmly believe that the 
quick cash institutions must be regulated.  We see extreme interest rates.  One person 
taking out a $500 loan may pay $650 back in interest.  There are rates between 40% 
and 50% on returning these loans.  Most of the loans are taken out as a short-term fix to 
an immediate need, however, often times they default on the loan.  The default rate is 
about I believe 60%.  If it's a cash title loan and the default occurs you lose your car.  
Then how do you get to work?  How do you continue to make that money?  Many times 
the quick fix results in another loan to pay the loan.  Then the vicious cycle begins.  I do 
see that there is a need for a cash solution for when a person has that need.  But they 
must be regulated and the cycle must discontinue. 
 
Kristie Bogle-Sherman, 19 Friendswood Dr., 75605:  I read the article in the News-
Journal and read the comments, which are always, fun.  A couple of things that I saw in 
the comment section with a few misconceptions about what I think this ordinance is 
going to do I would like to mention.   
 
This ordinance simply puts payday lenders under the same type of regulation that banks 
and other financial institutions are already under and so really it's closing a loophole.  I 
think that everyone here can agree that there's a reason why payday lenders should be 
enjoying some kind of advantage of the other financial institutions do not.   
 
Secondly, I also think there's this idea that Texas at a state level should handle this 
issue.  I don't disagree with that, but you know they haven't and there's a reason why 
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many other cities in the state have already adopted similar ordinances.  You know when 
you've got members from both parties in the Texas Legislature to make a living from this 
kind of business.  I think you might be waiting a while to get anything done at that level.   
 
Thirdly, what we've heard here tonight from these students and mother is concerned 
citizens about the crime in the city.  It's all related and not a secret or a coincidence that 
you find these types of places in blighted neighborhoods so let's clean it up.  Let's do 
better and so I do agree that of course we need to have these kinds of solutions 
available to people because in reality a lot of people live, you know, in a situation where 
there any quick cash sometimes so no, and I think that to be shut down but I really just 
urge people to look at this ordinance and see it for what it is, where is closing a loophole 
and were to make our neighborhoods better and hopefully work towards our goal of 
making them safer and more prosperous.  I urge all to vote, yes. 
 
Mayor Mack:  I don’t have any more speaker cards is there anyone else that would like 
to speak?   
 
David Lawrence, 213 Airport Sub. Rd., Center, TX 75935:  I didn't plan on speaking 
anything so anything today, listen and see what the hope that ordinance was about.  
The fact of the matter is, people do need these types of loans to be able to survive.  
Two people just told you numbers that were completely false.  I do run a payday Loan 
Company here in Longview.  Every number that she told you guys were completely 
false.  We are governed by the Office of Consumer Credit Commission and they do 
have strict regulations and even more regulations every time we turn around and look.   
 
If you pass this basically it’s going to put us out of business, and when that happens, 
People that we make loans to are still going to need them and there are a number of 
online loans that they will turn to and get out of the same financial bonds.  Please let’s 
at least to me and several others in the community send you our numbers.  Look around 
and see what that would actually do. 
 
Lenora Rose, 313A North High St., 75602:  I have been in the business for about 20 
years and the story I wanted to tell today is about the service that is needed.  I used the 
service.  I was a single parent got divorced and I have a young man.  I too was 
concerned with my son being part and getting on the street doing drugs but he had the 
love of other passions, like to play basketball.  But, there were fees.  The trips he took 
he would always need money.  Sometimes I didn’t have a 24 hours notice and I didn't 
get paid until the following week.  I was able to use this service and that helped me and 
my son.  He went on to get a scholarship and now he’s in the service.  So we're not 
saying don’t vote, and I agree with David, but look at both sides.   
 
Jonathan Pruett, 2199 Gilmer Rd., 75604:  I am in the payday industry and I've also 
been around Longview for a longtime.  We know that you aren’t trying to shut the 
industry down, but everybody knows that it's truly needed.  I do have a couple of 
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statistics and that is that 60% of our or clientele are women.  For me that means you 
may be single mothers that had medicine or you'll have two flat tires and need some 
quick money.  You can go to the bank anymore because you will have to have a credit 
score of 650 or better and no marks on your record.  That's, where we come in play.  
The ordinances will hinder were people can come in and get what they need.  We had 
144 new regulations put on us in December and there are more to come.  There's 
another 150 of that's coming through in the next couple of months.  Some people aren’t 
doing their homework.  I would just like the research to be done for on the other side.  
The only thing that people here anymore is just bad, bad, and bad.   
 
Arna Wells, 1110 Dennis Dr., 75602:  I want to come and digress from the situation you 
talk about the loans and talk about the violence they we are seeing in Longview.  I don't 
see that every day, I'm not in that area, but it breaks my heart to see what's going on.  I 
know that there's something that can be done and started with the children.  I don't 
know if we need male volunteers, Longview High School is big and the violence and 
gang activity has gotten big.  Maybe in addition to police they need to see male 
volunteers walking the campus halls?  I don't know but my passion is there.  I don't want 
another generation to come up like this.   
 
At the same token, I support our cops on my Facebook page.  I do say put a blue line in 
your window to let them know we support them because they all work in a hostile 
territory and they do put their lives on the line on a daily basis.  People don’t speak out 
for fear of retaliation.  These children are too young to be talking about this, my son is 
eight years old and played football this summer and the kids were already talking about 
TYB and different gangs.  It’s starting early; they are mimicking what they see.  We 
need to save our babies and then those older ones that want to change we will give you 
and give you a mentor to help you get a trade.  If you choose to work outside the law 
then of course you will be handled accordingly.  And that's all I have to say about that.   
 
Collin McElroy, 14479 Hwy. 7 West, (512) 970-1266:  I got into the payday loan industry 
in the first place because personally I wanted to diversify and help everybody in the 
community.  Somebody can make an owner like me out to be a bad person.  That is 
simply not the case.  I have lived my whole life to respect and help everybody.  I do 
understand that there are situations where people just can't afford to continue along 
paying, but there are a certain amount of people in the world that could use a loan and 
feel like this loan is beneficial to them and it helps them feed their children.  It does not 
hurt the owner of the payday loan company; it hurts the person in need.  I'm willing to 
help anybody else that needs my help.  Thank you for letting me come and speak.   
 
Frank Supercinski, PO Box 189, 75606:  I'm an attorney and I have been practicing law 
continuously since 1970 and you folks are a legislative body.  As a legislative body you 
are responsible for all policies made that benefit the community with regulations.  
Knowing that; regulations are necessary so that the greater number will be adequately 
served.  What’s very interesting to me is that on the payday lenders, without question to 
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their morality, how many of those loans are paid off?  They are in the business of 
obtaining interest.  The only way they can do that is to keep the loans going.  Well, 
okay, now we want to come in and we want to help people that can’t help themselves. 
And the way we help people that can’t help themselves is we add interest on.  I don’t 
know how many people want to pay an excess of 20% interest.  I get credit card 
application all the time through the mail and the first thing I'll look at is that interest rate.   
 
When you have to continuously start paying 20% and I've been hearing 50% and 60%.  
These folks are in the business of making money, so therefore from that standpoint how 
is it that the policy is best for the community?  How is it best for the community, as they 
say, but a person who needs life-support should be hooked up to an unending interest?  
What is it that allows us to say what benefits for the people?  I would say this; I wish I 
could hook up charging people 20% a month.  Think about that.   
 
Michael Flood, 315 Spur 63, suite 104, 75601:  I am not a resident of Longview, but I've 
been doing business in this town since 2012.  I'm not a part of the payday lending.  I 
wish everybody that walked in our offices had the credit, had the ability and had been 
taught in high school as I was taught in college how to handle finances.   
 
My dad's handshake at the bank would give them any amount of money you want to 
borrow today, but, if you don't have 650 (credit score) or better… you can't borrow less 
than $3000 from a financial institution.  There are institutions out there that are 
regulated by the OCC.  That’s the interest rate that we’re allowed to charge.  We are 
audited and examined by the state.  I would say once or twice every one to two years 
depending on what is going on in our industry.   
 
As John said earlier, there are tons of regulations coming out in regards to payday 
lenders and I’m not going to say the payday lenders are a good thing or a bad thing 
that's not my place to say.  It’s the people of Longview that decide whether or not.  
Doctors charge what they want to charge because they want to make money; Attorneys 
charge what they charge because they want to make money; car dealership charge 
what they charge because they want to make money; WalMart charges what they 
charge because they want to make money.  Kmart is going out of business.  Why is 
Kmart going on a business because someone else cut the price of milk at another store 
and they can't compete.   
 
You want to stand up here and say they put someone on a lifeline with 20%, I would 
love to do that, but if we did our due diligence as a country and taught our kids the rights 
and the wrongs and how to handle money, how to handle finances and do what was 
right and not wrong it would be fine.  I got to take my kids to the doctor and I don't know 
anybody that can go to the hospital that doesn't have insurance and pay $5000 to have 
something done to a child.   
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We are regulated under chapter G of the OCC; we are also governed by the CRA.  We 
are also governed by the Texas Credit Card, if we violate the interest rate that the state 
puts on us we have to refund that money back to the consumer and they check.  I would 
be more than happy to answer any questions.  Everybody is into making money, you'd 
be giving your service away for free and I haven't seen an attorney, doctor or a car 
dealership do that.  Never have they done that just because they felt sorry for them.  So 
thank you very much.   
 
 
 
 
VII. Public Safety Update 
 
Chief Bishop:  I have just a few things to update you on that we've been working on 
since the last meeting.  We were planning a few different seminars for the community 
on open carry and we had over 350 attendees.  Those that attended wanted to become 
educated on the new open carry law that went into effect January 1, 2016.  I have not 
been made aware of any issues pertaining to that and they seem to be moving along 
smoothly.   
 
Recently, at the end of December, we graduated two of our cadets from Tyler Junior-
College Academy and then we swore them in as new police officers.  They are currently 
in field training right now and with these two coming out of the Academy, it leaves us 
with six vacancies.  We currently have several officers that are in the background 
process right now to fill those vacancies in March in the Academy at Kilgore College.   
 
In December, we had an opportunity to participate in a second year with Good 
Shepherd in providing some holiday cheer to the children that were in the hospital 
during that time.  We had several officers that dressed up like superheroes and repelled 
off the side of the building and hung over the windows of the rooms of the children that 
were there.  They also had the opportunity for Santa Claus to walk the halls and provide 
the children with some gifts.  This was a fun event and it was good to see the look on 
the children's face when they saw the officer dressed up as their favorite superhero.   
 
In January, we had some promotions.  We promoted Sergeant Kevin Freeman to the 
rank of Lieutenant.  Kevin has just been recently promoted and he is assigned 
Lieutenant over our criminal investigations division.  We also promoted Officer Jacob 
Zimmerman to the rank of Sergeant and he will be going through several weeks of 
training as a Sergeant to get him caught up to speed before we give him a permanent 
assignment.   
 
With the new officers coming in, unfortunately, I was also notified that we will have an 
upcoming retirement at the end of this month.  Lieutenant Lloyd Littlefield will be retiring 
from the police department after serving for 39 years.  When I began my career I 
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worked under Lieutenant Littlefield on midnight shift and I know he has been a good 
valuable employee.  I tried to convince him to stay and make it an even 40, but he says 
he’s ready to retire.  He has plans to spend time with his new granddaughter.   
 
I want to thank our Human Resources Department.  They were able to work with the 
Texas Municipal League to bringing Dr. Kevin Gilmartin to town, to provide training for 
police officers on the emotional survival for law enforcement officers; to teach the 
officers on the stresses of the job that they may pick up and how to balance your work 
life with off time and help reduce some of those stressors.  This training was actually 
open to all cities that are in TML and we were able to have 150 officers from the East 
Texas area attend that training.  Dr. Gilmartin is highly coveted in this area and to have 
TML pay for training like that is a really good thing.   
 
Last, but not least, I would like to introduce you to Sheila Williams.  In the police 
department we have an internship program.  Sheila is a senior at Sam Houston State 
University and will be with us from January through April.  We will be putting her in 
different places within the department and she will graduate in May with her bachelor’s 
degree in Criminal Justice.  We gave her an application and she will be applying.  It has 
really turned out to be a good internship program we actually have hired two other 
officers that are currently working with us that came through the program.   
 
Mayor Mack:  Chief Steelman is not in town today.  He is doing some Emergency 
management training.  But Chief, I just want to commend you and Chief Steelman on 
two things.  First of all; your commitment to the community with your toy drives, your 
superhero display, that just make you all more real and we really appreciate all that you 
do.   
 
Also, want to commend you for the videos that you put out this week.  Both you and the 
fire department without videos again and I think the public enjoy seeing those they enjoy 
the updates enjoy seeing what's going on in knowing that there they are in touch with 
what's happening.  So thank you.  Keep those things up as a regular because they are 
good for the community.   
 
 
 
 
VIII. Discussion Item 
 

Discussion of a Payday Lending Ordinance –  
 
Councilwoman Ishihara, District 4:  We've heard a lot about this already this evening so 
I am going to back up a little bit and tell you how we got to having this as a discussion 
item on our agenda.  I several months ago I asked our city attorney, Jim Finley, and 
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assistant city attorney, Terry Jackson to look at some of the ordinances that other cities 
have put into place.   
 
There's 20 to 25 other cities in the state of Texas that have adopted similar ordinances 
to what we are reviewing tonight.  Those have been accumulated by TML which is the 
Texas Municipal League and they put it out kind of as one structures so that cities aren’t 
adopting things that are all over the map.  I don't see any sense in sugarcoating it.  I 
asked them to look at it because I personally believe that the business model of payday 
lenders is predatory and harming the people in poverty in our community.  Now that’s 
my personal belief.   
 
I personally know many people that have been negatively impacted and put into crisis 
by the loan that they receive from a payday lender and on top of that in receiving 
collections communications from these payday lenders.  None of which have spoken 
tonight they were harassed and put into a further cycle of crisis in poverty and if we stick 
our head in the sand and do not see how that type of situation turns into the crime 
situation that we have in Longview and the other crisis is that we are going through we 
are just being blind to the situation that we can perpetuate.   
 
I feel like this is something that we can look at and have the potential to help with but 
my other hat would be that I look at this is an attorney and I read how these payday 
lenders have used a loophole.  The Texas State Constitution provides for our legislature 
to put a cap on interest rates and the way that the payday lenders are getting around 
this, is they are, their business is essentially a broker.  They go get a loan from a lender 
and they follow all the rules of the state Constitution state legislation.  They follow all the 
rules and getting that loan.  There is an interest rate cap on the loan that they receive 
and they, as the broker, turn around and give it to an individual with a fee they don't 
charge interest they provided to them as a fee and that fee is generally $30 for every 
hundred dollars borrowed and that loan is due back may not be true for local ones, and I 
did do my research for you are welcome to submit me whatever numbers you have. 
That loan is due back in the next couple of weeks when you break that out annual 
interest that is over 800% in annualized interest that are being charged on these loans.   
 
The problem that gets perpetuated is, if I am at a payday lender asking for $300 
because I can't make it to my next paycheck but that loan is due with hundred dollars 
now tacked on for a fee now I owe them $400 on my payday that I probably don't have 
and so I go back to that payday lender and I think how can I pay this back in another 
installment and they say great.  Of the $300 that you originally borrowed that there's 
$100 fee on already had another hundred dollar fee and you can pay it back in two 
weeks.  You see quickly how this cycle turns into owing much more interest on your 
original borrowed amount and that is something that should be regulated by the state.  It 
is for lenders to talk to any banker, and I mean meaningful regulations.  I know that 
there are lots of regulations that you’re submitted to in the business, but when I say 
regulations, I mean a meaningful regulations that cap the amount that can be borrowed.  
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Cap the amount that can be charged in interest when you return that we require that all 
of our lenders.  All of our bank institutions, all of our financial institution they have 
regulations for a reason and a loophole that exists that is allowing these payday lenders 
to charge much more in interest is something that should be regulated.   
 
Should that be done at the state level?  Absolutely!  But like we heard earlier tonight 
that's not coming soon and I don't want to wait for that.  I believe that something that we 
can take action on tonight and that we have an obligation to do for the citizens of our 
community.  Sorry, I didn’t mean to yell at anybody about that; but I do in fact feel very 
strongly about it.   
 
The changes we would be looking at would not be intended to put anybody out of 
business that would require businesses who are not operating under a financial code 
where they had a cap for interest.  To the gentleman that just spoke, that's not you, 
we’re not talking about you.  We’re talking about those that are not regulated, that do 
not have a cap.  Those that are using a third-party system where there brokering 
money; they will be required to register annually with the city of Longview.   
 
They would be required to determine the income of an individual coming into their 
business and not provide them a loan of more than 20% of their income.   
 
When they do installment loans they would be limited to four installments at a time to 
where they are not getting into a situation where they're going on forever.   
 
It would also limit the amount of time that you can renew.  Instead of coming back and 
being able to renew that loan and adding an additional fee indefinitely, it would be 
limited to three times that you can renew.  
 
I am not an owner of the business so I can't speak to whether that would put anybody 
out of business or not.  But it does seem very reasonable to me and it has been 
adopted for many years by other cities where payday lenders continue to operate.  I just 
wanted to provide the history and I believe Terry (Jackson) is here to answer some 
questions as well.  If I can answer the question, I will.   
 
Mayor Mack:  Let me correct one thing first.  This is discussion only; there will be no 
action taken on this item tonight.  This is discussion only. I just want to clarify that point 
of order please.   
 
Council Member Williams:  I totally agree with what Councilwoman Ishihara stated.  It 
creates an ongoing cycle of indebtedness and given the issues we are dealing with 
currently right now our community and all the different entities that come together to 
combat poverty.  This is really going to play an integral a role in how we proceed.  I 
don't perceive this as big government.   
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I perceive this as caring about our community and not only that; if you do your 
homework and you look at, the national organizations regardless of ethnicity, creed, and 
belief.  They are all pretty much the same thought.  This is not a good look for any 
community because it continues to facilitate the cycle of poverty.   
 
My question in moving forward to staff:  What are the necessary steps that we have to 
take in order to set boundaries?  There are also some cities, Councilwoman Ishihara, 
Councilwoman Snoddy and I have discussed this, that have set boundaries where can 
you actually build the business.  As someone who represents Southeast Longview, I am 
concerned.   
 
I would like to hear from staff, someone from planning and zoning, Michael Shirley, if 
you are in here or Angela Choy.  What are the requirements if we would like to add 
something of that magnitude into the ordinance and what does that entail?   
 
Michael Shirley, Director of Development Services:  Okay, I believe your question was 
about regulating it from a zoning standpoint?   
 
Council Member Williams:  Absolutely.  Let me give you an example, if I, and I am just 
one person, but let me be clear in saying this, I've had people in my district, people in 
my family who have called me wanting the city to help.  So, this is this is the first step 
because we can’t help in those personal situations.  So hypothetically, off the record, if I 
say, we don't want any more payday loan companies in district 3, what are the 
requirements for that? 
 
Michael Shirley:  From what I've seen, we could categorize them as a specific use in the 
zoning and dictate what zoning category they go in.  Generally, it is in line with like a 
general retail so that is not really going to limit them other than maybe the zoning 
category.  Many cities regulate the distance between the light uses… 
 
Council Member Williams:  Is that like 100 feet? 
 
Michael Shirley:  Yes, 100, 300 1000.  That is something that is out there too.  I believe 
with regulating them with the distance requirements you open yourself up to more 
litigation then regulating the business model, to my understanding.  I think that's one of 
the reasons why we’re not considering that.  That opens up the door that we don't really 
want open.  From a zoning standpoint, I think it would be harder to regulate because I 
don't know that you can regulate by a specific use permit.  I know we are prohibited 
from regulating of pawnshops by specific use permit.  I am not aware of a prohibition on 
these types of businesses.  But I'm sure that it would probably not be allowed.   
 
Council Member Williams:  There are over 24,000 in the country and excluding Internet 
payday lending companies.  How many do we have in Longview?  I'm just curious.   
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Council Member Ishihara:  We sent 40 to 50 letters.  I did that on a Google search.   
 
Michael Shirley, Director of Development Services:  The distance requirements are 
usually more litigious, I believe.   
 
Council Member Moore:  Within the definitions of payday lenders or cash advance 
businesses, are there some gray areas as to whether a particular business is going to 
fall within this category?  Or it is just black and white?   
 
Council Member Ishihara:  I don’t know the answer but I would be glad to review, my 
personal intention in regulating something new would be only to include businesses that 
are not currently being regulated under the finance code with an interest rate cap.  I am 
sure there is a good way to delineate that in our ordinance.   
 
Jim Finley, City Attorney:  I think Terry had talked to some other cities that had run 
down the issue of what actually is a credit access business.  Let him give you a brief 
explanation of that because there are certain things that people do not fall within that.   
 
Terry Jackson, Assistant City Attorney:  A bank, a credit union, a savings and loan 
institutions are not going to be involved in that.  A credit access business are the ones 
we are going to regulate.  Those are the ones that a company obtains, essentially, they 
are more less the middleman as Council Member Ishihara spoke of that make these 
loans available not charging any interest but they charge a fee.   
 
What we envisioned is those that don't make direct loans to individuals.  They don't 
utilize their own money and make direct loans as a bank would as a credit union would 
those that facilitate a loan from someone else.  Those are the ones that we would 
regulate because they, according to the Finance Code 341 of the Finance Code.  
They're the ones that have to have a license.  The thing is there is very little regulation 
in that at least and in state statute.  They do have to have a license and they assist a 
consumer or obtain for a consumer a loan that they charge a fee on.  Those are the 
businesses we will be regulating.   
 
Council Person Williams, we looked at the 26 communities that as of the fall of 2015 
had enacted these types of ordinances.  When we look at those we saw that it seems 
like the ones that didn't have the regulations as to limiting location when they are facing 
litigation.  Those that didn't have that seem to be very successful in their litigation.   
 
For instance, Denton, its ordinance has probably gone the furthest in the judicial system 
in litigation.  So we made a conscious decision that we would, unless Council directs us 
otherwise, wait at this time to see how just regulating in this manner went.  Thank you.   
 
Council Member Wright:  How are we going to enforce this?  I think there is a lot of 
litigation going on opposing this kind of action.  Are we doing something where we are 
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not going to be litigated against?  Is it going to cost us a lot of money?  Not that that is a 
good reason for us not to look at this.  That has got to be a consideration.   
 
Council Member Ishihara:  That’s an excellent question.  The police department; we 
were going to have them host a few educational forums on how these regulations would 
come into play ahead of that.  To be perfectly honest, I suspect it would be that much 
complaint driven because we don't have the funds to send city people out to audit 
businesses and much like many of our other city ordinances.  I think it would be have to 
be complaint driven so when one of our nonprofit agencies had a client that looks to not 
be in compliance with the ordinance.  The state constitution provides interest rates on 
banks, but they do not regulate in this field.  The city has the ability to put ordinances in 
place when they're not provided by the state. 
 
Question number two:  What about the on-going litigation?  There are five, looks like 
TML does a really nice job of putting all of these things together on their site; it is my 
belief there are about five litigation cases.  Several of them have been litigated pretty 
close to conclusion and the ones that have been on appeal have upheld the city’s right 
to put these into place.   
 
Legally, if you are interested, the State Constitution provides for the interest rates on 
banks but they do not regulate in this field.  The city has the ability to put ordinances 
into place when they are not preempted by the state.   
 
That is actually why some of these seem a little funny.  Like why don’t you just put this 
is how much money you could loan out.  The state preempts us on that.  So, that is why 
some of these are structured the way they are.  The state does not have laws there so 
the city can come in and put what we want there because it is not preempted.   
 
I don’t believe we are stepping outside of the boundaries that we are allowed to do 
legally.  I think all of the litigation that has gone on so far supports that.   
 
Council Member Wright:  What keeps an individual from going from one payday loan 
house to another?   
 
Council Member Ishihara:  Or going online?  Nothing.  Yeah, we can’t regulate it.  I don’t 
know how you would ever do that.  We can put a cap on how much or how long the loan 
can be renewed so interest doesn’t accumulate every time like $400 it would be a four 
months installment.   
 
Mayor Mack:  I’m not here to be for or against this because I don’t know enough about 
it.  The majority of phone calls I received this week were if the city gets involved directly 
in regulating this industry.  Where does it stop?  The city is not in the business of 
regulating because we want less government not more.  We just need to keep this in 
mind Council as we move forward.   
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Council Member Wright:  I've noticed today and yesterday we talked about putting out 
sprinkler systems in vet’s offices.  In neither case I think it might be both one-sided. 
Whoever put the ordinance together had not gone out and asks the vets for their input 
and also in this case I think there are good people out there running some of these 
payday places and it might be good for us to sit down with them and work on something 
that everybody could agree on.   
 
Council Member Allen: Where does the 20% come from? 
 
Council Member Ishihara: That is actually the same as the other 20 to 25 cities have 
done.  TML has tried to coordinate that effort so that cities are not enacting different 
things.  The litigation comes from them having to address it piecemeal.  So if I am a 
statewide corporation, and I operate in 25 different cities where there is a different 
ordinance each time, TML is trying to coordinate so that we are all doing the same 
thing.  So that is where we have come up with the 20% and other things.  That is what 
the other cities have done and it has been upheld litigation wise in an effort to maintain 
consistency.   
 
Council Member Allen:  Why do you limit the number of installments that they can use to 
pay it off?   
 
Council Member Ishihara:  That perpetuates how much you are paying each time.   
 
Council Member Allen:  If they borrow $400, it would be $100 plus the fee, in four 
months where if they had six months they wouldn’t have to pay as much each month.   
Is there a reason why you say four months opposed to 6 months?  How did you come 
up with that figure?  It seems to me that people would be more capable to make a 6 - 
month installment payment versus a 4 - month one.  I just don’t know why you would 
limit it to 4 months.  I can see the benefit of making it a little longer.  If you make it short 
and they cannot pay it they are certainly going to want to come in and get money just to 
make their payments.   
 
What about internet lending?  Seems like that would be nearly impossible to monitor. 
 
Council Member Ishihara: Yes, we wouldn’t be able to monitor that.   
 
Mayor Mack:  It’s not our job.   
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IX. Consent Agenda 
 
Mayor Mack: Okay, we are at the Consent Agenda are there any items you would like to 
pull off for discussion?   
 
Okay, I have one thing I would like to comment on.  When we are awarding contracts for 
work to be done, I'm not sure how it's done, and I'm sorry I didn't give you a heads up.   
 
No one is taken a beating on that they do very well.  They don’t give us discounts, we 
don't get anything cheaply.  Do we have anything in place for liquidated damages when 
it comes to timeframe?  If we don't, I don't want to award another contract to the City of 
Longview because, for exactly what has happened on Magnolia Lane is a disaster.  It 
has taken so long to get this road completed and I understand and I know how it works.  
I want Longview to be priority because we are not getting a break on these prices and I 
want us to be very proactive on putting contingencies in place.   
 
I believe our citizens and I think the community expects that and as a council we should 
demand that.  From this point forward I would like to make that a policy where we have 
timeframes and we have abilities to collect on liquidated damages when a project is not 
complete on time.  I don’t want to be put on a back burner.  I think we should be top of 
the list because I do believe we are paying top dollar.   
 
Jim Finley, City Attorney:  We have to take in account of weather days we have to take 
in account to weather days and with unseasonable weather.  You know we have had a 
lot of rain lately but liquidated damages are a tool and there is split on courts to how 
rigid they can be enforced.  So there is some latitude that we provide, I do believe that 
sometimes with the public works people they try to get some concessions for when 
there are overlays as to maybe prices have come down or they come a little under 
budget.  We are conscious of that and we know those things are in there and they are 
spelled out.   
 
Mayor Mack:  I want us to be very conscious of that.  I just feel like we owe that to our 
citizens when we disrupt a road in front of a business and it takes an extraordinary 
amount of time to complete that it can become very costly for a business.  I just felt we 
should be conscious of our taxpaying citizens and making sure we are on top of that 
and let them know we are handling it in the quickest possible manner to allow normalcy 
again.   
 
Council Member Allen:  Thank you for mentioning Magnolia Lane because it’s in my 
district and this has been a disaster.  The way it has been handled on the progress 
they’ve made on it but it just seems like they pick and choose when they want to work 
there, when they have a nice sunny day, but we all know that several years back when 
they were building for Sam's and Wal-Mart it was raining, raining, raining and they still 
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got those structures built and completed in a very fast time.  Even considering the 
weather, there are ways to work it.   
 
Mayor Mack:  I've seen BJ’s go from a parking lot to a full-service restaurant and we 
can’t get one lane of a road done and I just don't get that.  I just don't think it is right.   
 
 
 
 

A. Consider a Resolution authorizing an agreement with Greater 
Longview United Way (“GLUW”) to use the Broughton Recreation 
Center from January 25, 2016, until April 14, 2016, for GLUW’s 
volunteer income tax assistance program –  

 
Keith Bonds, Assistant City Manager was present and requested the Council to 
consider the approval of a Resolution authorizing an agreement with Greater Longview 
United Way (“GLUW”) to use the Broughton Recreation Center from January 25, 2016, 
until April 14, 2016, for GLUW’S Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program.   
 
The following Resolution was approved: 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF LONGVIEW, TEXAS, AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT 
WITH GREATER LONGVIEW UNITED WAY (“GLUW”) TO 
USE THE BROUGHTON RECREATION CENTER FROM 
JANUARY 25, 2016, UNTIL APRIL 14, 2016, FOR GLUW’S 
VOLUNTEER INCOME TAX ASSISTANCE PROGRAM; 
FINDING AND DETERMINING THAT THE MEETING AT 
WHICH THIS RESOLUTION WAS APPROVED COMPLIED 
WITH THE TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT; MAKING 
OTHER FINDINGS AND PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE 
SUBJECT; AND DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 
Such Resolution No. 5016 appears in the Resolution and Ordinance records of the City 
of Longview. 
 
 
 
 

B. Consider a Resolution awarding a contract to and authorizing and 
directing the City Manager or the City Manager’s designee to execute 
any necessary documents with C&C Logging & Tree Service of 
Longview, Texas for athletic complex mowing services –  
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Dwayne Archer, Assistant Public Works Director was present and requested the Council 
to consider the approval of a Resolution accepting the bid of C&C Logging & Tree 
Service of Longview, Texas, for Athletic Complex Mowing Services; authorizing and 
directing the city manager, or the city manager’s designee to execute any documents 
necessary between the City of Longview and C&C Logging & Tree Service of Longview, 
Texas, for said services; authorizing the renewal of said contract at the city manager’s 
discretion for up to four additional one-year terms provided that the total amount spent 
under said contract for any one renewal term shall not exceed funds budgeted for said 
contract in the concurrent budget year; determining that the city complied with all 
applicable bidding requirements in accepting said bid and recommended action is 
approval of the Resolution awarding C&C Logging and Tree Service of Longview, Texas 
the Athletic Complex Mowing Services bid # 1516-06  
 
The following Resolution was approved: 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF LONGVIEW, TEXAS, ACCEPTING THE BID OF C&C 
LOGGING & TREE SERVICE OF LONGVIEW, TEXAS, 
FOR ATHLETIC COMPLEX MOWING SERVICES; 
AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE CITY MANAGER, 
OR THE CITY MANAGER’S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE 
ANY DOCUMENTS NECESSARY BETWEEN THE CITY 
OF LONGVIEW AND C&C LOGGING & TREE SERVICE 
OF LONGVIEW, TEXAS, FOR SAID SERVICES; 
AUTHORIZING THE RENEWAL OF SAID CONTRACT AT 
THE CITY MANAGER’S DISCRETION FOR UP TO FOUR 
ADDITIONAL ONE-YEAR TERMS PROVIDED THAT THE 
TOTAL AMOUNT SPENT UNDER SAID CONTRACT FOR 
ANY ONE RENEWAL TERM SHALL NOT EXCEED 
FUNDS BUDGETED FOR SAID CONTRACT IN THE 
CONCURRENT BUDGET YEAR; DETERMINING THAT 
THE CITY COMPLIED WITH ALL APPLICABLE BIDDING 
REQUIREMENTS IN ACCEPTING SAID BID; 
DETERMINING THAT THE MEETING AT WHICH THIS 
RESOLUTION WAS PASSED WAS IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE REQUIRMENTS OF THE TEXAS OPEN 
MEETINGS ACT; MAKING OTHER FINDINGS AND 
PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE SUBJECT; AND 
DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 
Such Resolution No. 5017 appears in the Resolution and Ordinance records of the City 
of Longview. 
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C. Consider a Resolution awarding a contract to and authorizing and 
directing the City Manager or the City Manager’s designee to execute 
any necessary documents with Excel Utility Construction of 
Longview, Texas in the amount of $332,638.25 for the construction of 
the 2015 CDBG Lake Drive Improvements Project –  

 
Rolin McPhee, P.E., Director of Public Works was present and requested the Council to 
consider the approval of a Resolution accepting the bid of Excel Utility Construction, Inc. 
of Longview, Texas, for construction of the project entitled 2015 CDBG Lake Drive 
improvements. 
 
 
The following Resolution was approved: 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF LONGVIEW, TEXAS, ACCEPTING THE BID OF 
EXCEL UTILITY CONSTRUCTION, INC. OF LONGVIEW, 
TEXAS, FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE PROJECT 
ENTITLED "2015 CDBG LAKE DRIVE IMPROVEMENTS”; 
AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE CITY MANAGER 
OR HIS DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE ANY DOCUMENTS 
NECESSARY BETWEEN THE CITY OF LONGVIEW AND 
EXCEL UTILITY CONSTRUCTION, INC., FOR THE 
ABOVE REFERENCED PROJECT; DETERMINING THAT 
THE CITY COMPLIED WITH ALL APPLICABLE BIDDING 
REQUIREMENTS IN ACCEPTING SAID BID; FINDING 
AND DETERMINING THAT THE MEETING AT WHICH 
THIS RESOLUTION WAS PASSED WAS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE 
TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT; MAKING OTHER 
FINDINGS AND PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE 
SUBJECT; AND DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 
Such Resolution No. 5018 appears in the Resolution and Ordinance records of the City 
of Longview. 
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D. Consider a Resolution awarding a contract to and authorizing and 
directing the City Manager or the City Manager’s designee to execute 
any necessary documents with Excel Utility Construction of 
Longview, Texas in the amount of $199,650.00 for the construction of 
the FM 2275 Utility Relocations at Graystone and McCann Roads 
Project in support of the TXDOT George Richey Road extension – 

 
Rolin McPhee, P.E., Director of Public Works was present and requested the Council to 
consider the approval of a Resolution accepting the bid of Excel Utility Construction, Inc. 
of Longview, Texas, for construction of the project entitled FM 2275 Utility Relocations 
at Graystone And McCann Road. 
 
The following Resolution was approved: 
 
 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF LONGVIEW, TEXAS, ACCEPTING THE BID OF 
EXCEL UTILITY CONSTRUCTION, INC. OF LONGVIEW, 
TEXAS, FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE PROJECT 
ENTITLED "FM 2275 UTILITY RELOCATIONS AT 
GRAYSTONE AND MCCANN ROAD”; AUTHORIZING 
AND DIRECTING THE CITY MANAGER OR HIS 
DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE ANY DOCUMENTS 
NECESSARY BETWEEN THE CITY OF LONGVIEW AND 
EXCEL UTILITY CONSTRUCTION, INC., FOR THE 
ABOVE REFERENCED PROJECT; DETERMINING THAT 
THE CITY COMPLIED WITH ALL APPLICABLE BIDDING 
REQUIREMENTS IN ACCEPTING SAID BID; FINDING 
AND DETERMINING THAT THE MEETING AT WHICH 
THIS RESOLUTION WAS PASSED WAS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE 
TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT; MAKING OTHER 
FINDINGS AND PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE 
SUBJECT; AND DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 
Such Resolution No. 5019 appears in the Resolution and Ordinance records of the City 
of Longview. 
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E. Consider a Resolution authorizing the Longview Community 
Services Department to apply for and accept a grant from the Sabine 
River Authority of Texas for development assistance for the 
Longview Arboretum and Nature Center, and authorizing and 
directing the City Manager or his designee to execute any necessary 
documents incident to applying for and securing and expending said 
grant –  

 
Laura Hill, Director of Community Services was present and requested the Council to 
consider a Resolution approval to apply for and if approved, accept a Sabine River 
Authority of Texas Community Assistance Grant for the Longview Arboretum and 
Nature Center.  No match is required, but application includes in-kind donations from 
Gregg County and the City of Longview as well as donations made to Longview 
Arboretum and Nature Center 501-C-3. 
 
The following Resolution was approved: 
 
 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF LONGVIEW, TEXAS, AUTHORIZING THE FILING 
OF A GRANT APPLICATION WITH THE SABINE RIVER 
AUTHORITY OF TEXAS FOR DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
LONGVIEW ARBORETUM AND NATURE CENTER; 
AUTHORIZING THE TIMELY SUBMITTAL OF SAID 
APPLICATION; AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
OR HIS DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE ALL NECESSARY 
DOCUMENTS INCIDENT TO APPLYING FOR, 
SECURING AND EXPENDING SAID GRANT; 
AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF ALL GRANT 
REQUIREMENTS AND PROGRAM RULES OF THE 
SABINE RIVER AUTHORTIY OF TEXAS RELATED TO 
SAID GRANT; PROVIDING FOR MATCHING FUNDS; 
FINDING AND DETERMINING THAT THE MEETING AT 
WHICH THIS RESOLUTION WAS PASSED WAS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE 
TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT; MAKING OTHER 
FINDINGS AND PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE 
SUBJECT; AND DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 
Such Resolution No. 5020 appears in the Resolution and Ordinance records of the City 
of Longview. 
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F. Consider approval of the following minutes:  October 29, 2015, and 
November 12, 2015 –  

 
Shelly Ballenger, City Secretary requested the Council approve of the October 29, 2015 
and the November 12, 2015 minutes.   
 
 
MOTION: Council Member Moore made a motion the following Resolution be 

approved: 
 
SECOND: Council Member Ishihara seconded the motion. 
 
VOTE: The motion carried unanimously (7, 0). 
 
 
 
 
X. Zoning – Public Hearing Items 
 

A. A PUBLIC HEARING will be held to consider application #S15-02 filed 
by SSE DBA Top Fun for a Specific Use Permit (SUP) to allow for an 
Arcade in Heavy Commercial (C-2) Zoning District for Abstract 256 M 
Mann Survey Tract 1-05 Section 1 located at 111 H G Mosley – THIS 
ITEM REQUIRES A PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
 
Angela Choy, AICP, City Planner was present and requested the Council to consider 
the approval of an Ordinance the applicant is SSE DBA Top Fun.  The location of the 
property is 111 H.G. Mosely Parkway.  The applicant is requesting a Specific Use 
Permit (SUP) for an arcade in Heavy Commercial (C-2).   
 
Subject parcels to the north is C2, there is a vacant building.  The North subject parcel 
is zoned A, there is a vacant lot.  Land use to the south is A, Lear Park is to the south.  
Land use on the west is zoned A and there is a vacant lot.  Land use on the east is 
zoned A and Lear Park is on the east.   
 
This piece of property is located in Council District 2 – Council Member Nona Snoddy’s 
district.  
 
The Comprehensive Plan designates this area for Retail. 
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The applicant is requesting a Specific Use Permit (SUP) to allow for an arcade in Heavy 
Commercial (C-2) Zoning District.  A Specific Use Permit is required for an arcade 
within C-2 zoning district to ensure no negative impact on surrounding properties. 
 
H.G. Mosley Parkway is a minor arterial which is appropriate for this type of use.  Minor 
arterial roads are high-capacity urban roads and the primary function of minor arterial 
roads is to deliver traffic between lower classification roadways and principal arterials 
and freeways.   
 
Staff finds this type use compatible with the surrounding zoning.  
 
Planning and Zoning Commission (8-0) and Staff recommend approval of this request. 
 
 
The public hearing was opened. 
 
Mark Priestner, 3815 Old Bullard Rd., Tyler, TX:  This is a reuse of the old Skate Plex.  
You know it's a Chucky Cheese for grown-ups without the food part.  Because of the 
way the ordinance is written it needs an SUP for an arcade component but, it's not an 
arcade like in the mall.  It’s a collection of different uses in games and things like that 
and we are just an overall entertainment.   
 
Council Member Williams:  What’s the current status of your project because it seems to 
be taking quite a while?   
 
Mark Priestner:  Yes, well, a lot of the uses have changed, but we were doing an indoor 
soccer field and sports complex but, it has continually evolved.  Every time you change 
uses, we've had to come in and get an SUP.  There have been a lot of holdups from 
that standpoint, but we are ready to get it done.   
 
The public hearing was closed. 
 
 
MOTION: Council Member Snoddy made a motion the following Ordinance be 

approved: 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
OF THE CITY OF LONGVIEW, TEXAS, ORDINANCE NO. 
96, AS AMENDED, WHICH SAID ORDINANCE ADOPTS 
THE ZONING REGULATIONS, USE DISTRICTS, AND A 
ZONING MAP IN ACCORDANCE WITH A 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN BY CHANGING THE ZONING 
AND CLASSIFICATION OF THE FOLLOWING 
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DESCRIBED PROPERTY TO-WIT: THAT A SPECIFIC 
USE PERMIT (SUP) IS HEREBY GRANTED FOR AN 
ARCADE IN COMMERCIAL (C-2) ZONING DISTRICT FOR 
AB 256 M MANN SURVEY TRACT 1-05 SECTION 1 
LOCATED AT 111 H G MOSLEY; FINDING THAT THE 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEETING AND 
THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING AT WHICH THIS 
ORDINANCE PASSED COMPLIED WITH THE OPEN 
MEETINGS ACT; PROVIDING THAT VIOLATIONS OF 
THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE SAME 
PENALTIES AND ENFORCEMENT AS VIOLATIONS OF 
THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LONGVIEW, 
INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION A FINE OF UP TO 
$2,000.00 PER VIOLATION; REPEALING OTHER 
PROVISIONS IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; PROVIDING A 
SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY OF 
THE PROVISIONS HEREOF; MAKING OTHER FINDINGS 
AND PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE SUBJECT; AND 
ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 
SECOND: Council Member Williams seconded the motion. 
 
VOTE: The motion carried unanimously (7, 0). 
 
Such Ordinance is No. 4022 and appears in the Resolution and Ordinance records of 
the City of Longview. 
 
 
 
 

B. A PUBLIC HEARING will be held to consider application #Z15-20 filed 
by Samer E. Shalaby requesting a rezone from Single Family (SF-2) 
to General Retail (GR) for approximately 8.46 acres of Lot 2 and a 
portion of Lot 3 of L WOOLEY subdivision located at 2301 Judson 
Road – THIS ITEM REQUIRES A PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Angela Choy, AICP, City Planner was present and requested the Council to consider 
the approval of an Ordinance: the applicant is Samer E. Shalaby.  The locations is 
approximately 8.46 acres of Lot 2 and a portion of Lot 3 of L WOOLEY subdivision 
located at 2301 Judson Road.  The request is for the rezone of a Single Family (SF-2) 
to General Retail (GR).  
ZONING  LAND USE 
SUBJECT PARCEL SF-2    Residential Vacant  
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NORTH  GR  Retail Sales 
SOUTH SF-2  Residential   
WEST SF-2  Vacant 
EAST GR  Retail Sales 
 
COUNCIL DISTRICT:   
District 6 – Council Member Sidney Allen 
 
FUTURE LAND USE: 
The Comprehensive Plan designates this area for Mixed Use Neighborhood.  
 
STAFF COMMENTS: 
The applicant is requesting a rezone from Single Family (SF-2) to General Retail (GR) 
to allow for a medical office at 2301 Judson Road.  
 
Judson Road is a principal arterial roadway, which is appropriate for office and retail 
type uses.  Staff finds the proposed zoning change is consistent with surrounding uses.   
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Planning and Zoning Commission (7-1) and Staff recommend approval of this request. 
 
The public hearing was opened. 
 
Samer Shalaby, 438 North Fredonia, Longview, 75601:  I am with Development 
Consulting Services and I am assisting Fredonia Real Estate Group to develop the 
property.  Angela (Choy) said this property currently zoned residential and we want to 
convert it into general retail to build medical offices.  Again that does have water and 
sewer on the property and it's located on Judson Road.  I'm glad to answer any of the 
questions you have.   
 
The public hearing was closed. 
 
 
MOTION: Council Member Ishihara made a motion the following Ordinance be 

approved: 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
OF THE CITY OF LONGVIEW, TEXAS, ORDINANCE NO. 
96, AS AMENDED, WHICH SAID ORDINANCE ADOPTS 
THE ZONING REGULATIONS, USE DISTRICTS, AND A 
ZONING MAP IN ACCORDANCE WITH A 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, BY CHANGING THE ZONING 
AND CLASSIFICATION OF THE FOLLOWING 
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DESCRIBED PROPERTY, TO-WIT: THAT 
APPROXIMATELY 8.46 ACRES OF LOT 2 AND A 
PORTION OF LOT 3 OF L WOOLEY SUBDIVISION 
LOCATED AT 2301 JUDSON ROAD BE REZONE FROM 
SINGLE FAMILY (SF-2) TO GENERAL RETAIL (GR); 
FINDING THAT THE PLANNING AND ZONING 
COMMISSION MEETING AND THE CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING AT WHICH THIS ORDINANCE PASSED 
COMPLIED WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT; 
PROVIDING THAT VIOLATIONS OF THIS ORDINANCE 
SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE SAME PENALTIES AND 
ENFORCEMENT AS VIOLATIONS OF THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LONGVIEW, INCLUDING 
WITHOUT LIMITATION A FINE OF UP TO $2,000.00 PER 
VIOLATION; REPEALING OTHER PROVISIONS IN 
CONFLICT HEREWITH; PROVIDING A SAVINGS 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY OF THE 
PROVISIONS HEREOF; MAKING OTHER FINDINGS AND 
PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE SUBJECT; AND 
ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 
SECOND: Council Member Williams seconded the motion. 
 
VOTE: The motion carried unanimously (7, 0). 
 
Such Ordinance is No. 4023 and appears in the Resolution and Ordinance records of 
the City of Longview. 
 
 
 
 

C. A PUBLIC HEARING will be held to consider a request filed by 
Zhorne Family Limited Partnership Four to abandon a 35 foot wide 
street right-of-way known as Clay Street consisting of 0.736 acres 
located in the Skyway Acres A Subdivision, west of Airline Road, and 
south of Loop 281 – THIS ITEM REQUIRES A PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Angela Choy, AICP, City Planner was present and requested the Council to consider 
the approval of an Ordinance.  The applicant was the Zhorne Family Limited 
Partnership Four and the location is within the Skyway Acres A Subdivision, west of 
Airline Road and south of Loop 281.  The request is to abandon a 35 foot wide street 
right-of-way known as Clay Street, and 60 foot wide street right-of-way known as Kathy 
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Street, a 15 foot alley right-of-way east of Kathy Street, and a 15 foot alley right-of-way 
west of Kathy Street. 
 
COUNCIL DISTRICT:   
District 2 – Council Member Kristen Ishihara 
 
ZONING DISTRICT: 
Planned Development (PD15-15) 
 

STAFF COMMENTS: 
The applicant is requesting to abandon the remainder of Clay Street, all of Kathy Street, 
and two alleyways located between Airline Road and Judson Road, south of Loop 281.   
 
Portions of Clay Street were previously abandoned by City Council for development of 
Raising Cane’s and Golden Corral. 
 
The applicant would like to incorporate the streets and alleys into his development.  His 
planned development site plan was approved by City Council in December 2015.  This 
site plan included the utilization of the streets and alleyways as part of the development. 
 
Clay Street has a 35 foot right-of-way width with a 21 foot wide pavement section.  
Kathy Street has a 60 foot right-of-way width with a 20 foot wide pavement section.  
Both alleys have a 15 foot right-of-way width with 10 foot wide pavement sections.  All 
streets and alleys are not curbed and guttered. 
 
All public utility companies have reviewed and have signed off on the proposed 
abandonment.  Easements will be secured for the public infrastructure located within 
this development.  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval of this request.  
 
The public hearing was opened. 
 
No one was present to speak on this item. 
 
The public hearing was closed. 
 
 
MOTION: Council Member Ishihara made a motion the following Ordinance be 

approved: 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF LONGVIEW, TEXAS, VACATING AND ABANDONING 
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THE CITY'S INTEREST IN A 35 FOOT-WIDE STREET 
RIGHT-OF-WAY KNOWN AS CLAY STREET, 
CONSISTING OF ONE PARCEL OF LAND TOTALING 
0.736 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, EXTENDING ALONG 
LOTS 1-5, BLOCK 2, AND LOTS 3-7, BLOCK 1 SKYWAY 
ACRES A SUBDIVISION, CITY OF LONGVIEW, GREGG 
COUNTY, TEXAS, P.P. RAINS SURVEY, A-258; 
AUTHORIZING DEEDS TO EVIDENCE ABANDONMENT 
OF SAID RIGHT-OF-WAY AND ANY OTHER 
DOCUMENTS AS MAY BE NECESSARY FOR SAID 
ABANDONMENT; CONDITIONING SAID ABANDONMENT 
AND AUTHORIZATION UPON THE EXECUTION BY THE 
PROPERTY OWNERS OF APPROPRIATE DOCUMENTS 
RELEASING THE CITY AND HOLDING THE CITY 
HARMLESS AS A CONSEQUENCE OF SAID 
ABANDONMENT AND UPON THE EXECUTION OF 
PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENTS FOR EXISTING WATER, 
SEWER, AND FRANCHISE UTILITIES LOCATED WITHIN 
SAID RIGHT-OF-WAY; FINDING AND DETERMINING 
THAT THE MEETING AT WHICH THIS ORDINANCE WAS 
PASSED COMPLIED WITH THE TEXAS OPEN 
MEETINGS ACT;  MAKING OTHER FINDINGS AND 
PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE SUBJECT; AND 
DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 
SECOND: Council Member Williams seconded the motion. 
 
VOTE: The motion carried unanimously (7, 0). 
 
Such Ordinance is No. 4024 and appears in the Resolution and Ordinance records of 
the City of Longview. 
 
 
 
 

D. A PUBLIC HEARING will be held to consider a request filed by 
Zhorne Family Limited Partnership Four to abandon a 60 foot street 
right-of-way known as Kathy Street consisting of 0.484 acres located 
in the Skyway Acres A Subdivision, west of Airline Road, and south 
of Loop 281 –  THIS ITEM REQUIRES A PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Angela Choy, AICP, City Planner was present and requested the Council to consider 
the approval of an Ordinance to the applicant Zhorne Family Limited Partnership Four.  
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Within the Skyway Acres A Subdivision, west of Airline Road and south of Loop 281.to 
abandon a 60 foot street right-of-way known as Kathy Street consisting of 0.484 acres 
located in the Skyway Acres A Subdivision, west of Airline Road, and south of Loop 
281. 
 
COUNCIL DISTRICT:   
District 2 – Council Member Kristen Ishihara 
 
ZONING DISTRICT: 
Planned Development (PD15-15) 
 

STAFF COMMENTS: 
The applicant is requesting to abandon the remainder of Clay Street, all of Kathy Street, 
and two alleyways located between Airline Road and Judson Road, south of Loop 281.   
 
Portions of Clay Street were previously abandoned by City Council for development of 
Raising Cane’s and Golden Corral. 
 
The applicant would like to incorporate the streets and alleys into his development.  His 
planned development site plan was approved by City Council in December 2015.  This 
site plan included the utilization of the streets and alleyways as part of the development. 
 
Clay Street has a 35 foot right-of-way width with a 21 foot wide pavement section.  
Kathy Street has a 60 foot right-of-way width with a 20 foot wide pavement section.  
Both alleys have a 15 foot right-of-way width with 10 foot wide pavement sections.  All 
streets and alleys are not curbed and guttered. 
 
All public utility companies have reviewed and have signed off on the proposed 
abandonment.  Easements will be secured for the public infrastructure located within 
this development.  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval of this request.  
 
The public hearing was opened. 
 
No one was present to speak on this item. 
 
The public hearing was closed. 
 
 
MOTION: Council Member Moore made a motion the following Ordinance be 

approved: 
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AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF LONGVIEW, TEXAS, VACATING AND ABANDONING 
THE CITY'S INTEREST IN A 60 FOOT-WIDE STREET 
RIGHT-OF-WAY KNOWN AS KATHY STREET, 
CONSISTING OF ONE PARCEL OF LAND TOTALING 
0.484 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, EXTENDING BETWEEN 
LOTS 1 & 18, BLOCK 2, AND LOTS 7 & 8, BLOCK 1 
SKYWAY ACRES A SUBDIVISION, CITY OF LONGVIEW, 
GREGG COUNTY, TEXAS, P.P. RAINS SURVEY, A-258; 
AUTHORIZING DEEDS TO EVIDENCE ABANDONMENT 
OF SAID RIGHT-OF-WAY AND ANY OTHER 
DOCUMENTS AS MAY BE NECESSARY FOR SAID 
ABANDONMENT; CONDITIONING SAID ABANDONMENT 
AND AUTHORIZATION UPON THE EXECUTION BY THE 
PROPERTY OWNERS OF APPROPRIATE DOCUMENTS 
RELEASING THE CITY AND HOLDING THE CITY 
HARMLESS AS A CONSEQUENCE OF SAID 
ABANDONMENT AND UPON THE EXECUTION OF 
PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENTS FOR EXISTING WATER, 
SEWER, AND FRANCHISE UTILITIES LOCATED WITHIN 
SAID RIGHT-OF-WAY; FINDING AND DETERMINING 
THAT THE MEETING AT WHICH THIS ORDINANCE WAS 
PASSED COMPLIED WITH THE TEXAS OPEN 
MEETINGS ACT;  MAKING OTHER FINDINGS AND 
PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE SUBJECT; AND 
DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 
SECOND: Council Member Ishihara seconded the motion. 
 
VOTE: The motion carried unanimously (7, 0). 
 
Such Ordinance is No. 4025 and appears in the Resolution and Ordinance records of 
the City of Longview. 
 
 
 
 

E. A PUBLIC HEARING will be held to consider a request filed by 
Zhorne Family Limited Partnership Four to abandon a 15 foot alley 
right-of-way consisting of 0.126 acres located between Lots 1-5, and 
Lots 15-18, Block 2, Skyway Acres A Subdivision and Lot 3, Block 1 
Capital Plaza Center, west of Airline Road, and south of Loop 281 – 
THIS ITEM REQUIRES A PUBLIC HEARING. 
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Angela Choy, AICP, City Planner was present and requested the Council to consider 
the approval of an Ordinance to the applicant Zhorne Family Limited Partnership Four.  
The location is within the Skyway Acres A Subdivision, west of Airline Road and south 
of Loop 281. to abandon an 35 foot wide street right-of-way known as Clay Street, an 60 
foot wide street right-of-way known as Kathy Street, a 15 foot alley right-of-way east of 
Kathy Street, and a 15 foot alley right-of-way west of Kathy Street. 
 
COUNCIL DISTRICT:   
District 2 – Council Member Kristen Ishihara 
 
ZONING DISTRICT: 
Planned Development (PD15-15) 
 

STAFF COMMENTS: 
The applicant is requesting to abandon the remainder of Clay Street, all of Kathy Street, 
and two alleyways located between Airline Road and Judson Road, south of Loop 281.   
 
Portions of Clay Street were previously abandoned by City Council for development of 
Raising Cane’s and Golden Corral. 
 
The applicant would like to incorporate the streets and alleys into his development.  His 
planned development site plan was approved by City Council in December 2015.  This 
site plan included the utilization of the streets and alleyways as part of the development. 
 
Clay Street has a 35 foot right-of-way width with a 21 foot wide pavement section.  
Kathy Street has a 60 foot right-of-way width with a 20 foot wide pavement section.  
Both alleys have a 15 foot right-of-way width with 10 foot wide pavement sections.  All 
streets and alleys are not curbed and guttered. 
 
All public utility companies have reviewed and have signed off on the proposed 
abandonment.  Easements will be secured for the public infrastructure located within 
this development.  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval of this request.  
 
The public hearing was opened. 
 
No one was present to speak on this item. 
 
The public hearing was closed. 
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MOTION: Council Member Ishihara made a motion the following Ordinance be 

approved: 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF LONGVIEW, TEXAS, VACATING AND ABANDONING 
THE CITY'S INTEREST IN A 15 FOOT-WIDE ALLEY 
RIGHT-OF-WAY, CONSISTING OF ONE PARCEL OF 
LAND TOTALING 0.126 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, 
EXTENDING BETWEEN LOTS 1-5, AND LOTS 15-18, 
BLOCK 2, SKYWAY ACRES A SUBDIVISION AND LOT 3, 
BLOCK 1 CAPITAL PLAZA CENTER, CITY OF 
LONGVIEW, GREGG COUNTY, TEXAS, P.P. RAINS 
SURVEY, A-258; AUTHORIZING DEEDS TO EVIDENCE 
ABANDONMENT OF SAID RIGHT-OF-WAY AND ANY 
OTHER DOCUMENTS AS MAY BE NECESSARY FOR 
SAID ABANDONMENT; CONDITIONING SAID 
ABANDONMENT AND AUTHORIZATION UPON THE 
EXECUTION BY THE PROPERTY OWNERS OF 
APPROPRIATE DOCUMENTS RELEASING THE CITY 
AND HOLDING THE CITY HARMLESS AS A 
CONSEQUENCE OF SAID ABANDONMENT AND UPON 
THE EXECUTION OF PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENTS FOR 
EXISTING WATER, SEWER, AND FRANCHISE UTILITIES 
LOCATED WITHIN SAID RIGHT-OF-WAY; FINDING AND 
DETERMINING THAT THE MEETING AT WHICH THIS 
ORDINANCE WAS PASSED COMPLIED WITH THE 
TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT;  MAKING OTHER 
FINDINGS AND PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE 
SUBJECT; AND DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 
SECOND: Council Member Wright seconded the motion. 
 
VOTE: The motion carried unanimously (7, 0). 
 
Such Ordinance is No. 4026 and appears in the Resolution and Ordinance records of 
the City of Longview. 
 
 
 
 

F. A PUBLIC HEARING will be held to consider a request filed by 
Zhorne Family Limited Partnership Four to abandon a 15 foot alley 
right-of-way consisting of 0.165 acres located between Lots 3-7 and 
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Lots 8-12, Block 1 Skyway Acres A Subdivision, west of Airline Road, 
and south of Loop 281 – THIS ITEM REQUIRES A PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Angela Choy, AICP, City Planner was present and requested the Council to consider 
the approval of an Ordinance to the applicant Zhorne Family Limited Partnership Four.  
Within the Skyway Acres A Subdivision, west of Airline Road and south of Loop 281 to 
abandon an 35 foot wide street right-of-way known as Clay Street, an 60 foot wide 
street right-of-way known as Kathy Street, a 15 foot alley right-of-way east of Kathy 
Street, and a 15 foot alley right-of-way west of Kathy Street. 
 
COUNCIL DISTRICT:   
District 2 – Council Member Kristen Ishihara 
 
ZONING DISTRICT: 
Planned Development (PD15-15) 
 
STAFF COMMENTS: 
The applicant is requesting to abandon the remainder of Clay Street, all of Kathy Street, 
and two alleyways located between Airline Road and Judson Road, south of Loop 281.   
 
Portions of Clay Street were previously abandoned by City Council for development of 
Raising Cane’s and Golden Corral. 
 
The applicant would like to incorporate the streets and alleys into his development.  His 
planned development site plan was approved by City Council in December 2015.  This 
site plan included the utilization of the streets and alleyways as part of the development. 
 
Clay Street has a 35 foot right-of-way width with a 21 foot wide pavement section.  
Kathy Street has a 60 foot right-of-way width with a 20 foot wide pavement section.  
Both alleys have a 15 foot right-of-way width with 10 foot wide pavement sections.  All 
streets and alleys are not curbed and guttered. 
 
All public utility companies have reviewed and have signed off on the proposed 
abandonment.  Easements will be secured for the public infrastructure located within 
this development.  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval of this request.  
 
The public hearing was opened. 
 
No one was present to speak on this item. 
 
The public hearing was closed. 
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MOTION: Council Member Ishihara made a motion the following Ordinance be 

approved: 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF LONGVIEW, TEXAS, VACATING AND ABANDONING 
THE CITY'S INTEREST IN A 15 FOOT-WIDE ALLEY 
RIGHT-OF-WAY, CONSISTING OF ONE PARCEL OF 
LAND TOTALING 0.165 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, 
EXTENDING BETWEEN LOTS 3-7 AND LOTS 8-12, 
BLOCK 1, SKYWAY ACRES A SUBDIVISION, CITY OF 
LONGVIEW, GREGG COUNTY, TEXAS, P.P. RAINS 
SURVEY, A-258; AUTHORIZING DEEDS TO EVIDENCE 
ABANDONMENT OF SAID RIGHT-OF-WAY AND ANY 
OTHER DOCUMENTS AS MAY BE NECESSARY FOR 
SAID ABANDONMENT; CONDITIONING SAID 
ABANDONMENT AND AUTHORIZATION UPON THE 
EXECUTION BY THE PROPERTY OWNERS OF 
APPROPRIATE DOCUMENTS RELEASING THE CITY 
AND HOLDING THE CITY HARMLESS AS A 
CONSEQUENCE OF SAID ABANDONMENT AND UPON 
THE EXECUTION OF PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENTS FOR 
EXISTING WATER, SEWER, AND FRANCHISE UTILITIES 
LOCATED WITHIN SAID RIGHT-OF-WAY; FINDING AND 
DETERMINING THAT THE MEETING AT WHICH THIS 
ORDINANCE WAS PASSED COMPLIED WITH THE 
TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT;  MAKING OTHER 
FINDINGS AND PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE 
SUBJECT; AND DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 
SECOND: Council Member Williams seconded the motion. 
 
VOTE: The motion carried unanimously (7, 0). 
 
Such Ordinance is No. 4027 and appears in the Resolution and Ordinance records of 
the City of Longview. 
 
 
 
 
XI. Action Item 
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Consider an Ordinance ordering the General Election on May 7, 2016, for 
Council Members from City Council Districts 5 and 6, and contracting with 
the Gregg County Elections Administrator to provide the tabulation and 
supervision of the central counting station for the election –  

 
Shelly Ballenger, City Secretary: Consider an Ordinance calling a General Election on 
May 7, 2016 to fill expired terms of Council Members for City Council Districts 5 and 6.  
Filing dates are Wednesday, January 20, 2016 through Friday, February 19, 2016.  
Early voting begins April 25, 2016 and ends May 3, 2016.   
 
Mayor Mack:  Ms. Ballenger once again we discussed this last time, but once again, I'm 
still going to try my best to push as much as we can to try to get voting available in any 
polling place for any citizen in Longview.  My hope will be to continue to push this 
agenda forward because I think it will increase our participation in voting elections and it 
will make it easier and less confusing for the public to go and know where to vote.  I'm 
leaving that with you and I thank you for this.   
 
 
MOTION: Council Member Williams made a motion the following Ordinance be 

approved: 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF LONGVIEW, TEXAS, CALLING AN ELECTION FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF ELECTING CITY COUNCILMEMBERS 
FOR CITY COUNCIL VOTING DISTRICTS NOS. 5 AND 6 
IN THE CITY OF LONGVIEW, TEXAS; ESTABLISHING 
THE DATE OF THE ELECTION; PROVIDING FOR EARLY 
VOTING; DESIGNATING POLLING PLACES; 
APPOINTING ELECTION JUDGES; PROVIDING FOR 
NOTICE OF THE ELECTION; DESIGNATING THE 
METHOD OF VOTING; AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT 
WITH THE GREGG COUNTY ELECTIONS 
ADMINISTRATOR FOR ELECTION SERVICES; 
APPOINTING AN EARLY VOTING BALLOT BOARD; 
PROVIDING COMPENSATION OF ELECTION WORKERS; 
FINDING AND DETERMINING THAT THE MEETING AT 
WHICH THIS ORDINANCE WAS PASSED COMPLIED 
WITH THE TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT; MAKING 
OTHER FINDINGS AND PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE 
SUBJECT; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 
SECOND: Council Member Snoddy seconded the motion. 
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VOTE: The motion carried unanimously (7, 0). 
 
Such Ordinance is No. 4028 and appears in the Resolution and Ordinance records of 
the City of Longview. 
 
 
 
 
XII. Items of Community Interest 
 
Council Member Moore:  Acknowledged Kristen Ishihara for being a “Star over 
Longview”. 
 
Council Member Snoddy:  First town hall meeting March 3, 2016, at 6:00 p.m. at 
Stamper Park Resource Center.  Mrs. Blakenship, I completely understand what you 
were feeling with when those babies were speaking.  I would just like to say it to 
emphasize to the city of Longview and for those of who pray and believe in the power of 
prayer keep praying.  If you don't pray it is time to definitely start.  Honestly, that is what 
I am doing.  I commend Chief Bishop and every one of what they're doing.  To all the 
mentors that thank you so much for taking the time out.  I know it's not an easy job, but 
hats off to you guys. 
 
Council Member Williams:  Saturday, February 6, 2016, Ladies of Distinction will host 
our 34th Annual Hearts of Love Soirée.  It’s for our auxiliary group that raises 
scholarship funds Top Teens of America.  This leads me into another point.  I'm in it we 
get calls all the time about our community and the crisis.  What I'm referring to for those 
who didn't get it… but, there are so many things available in our great city and it's so 
interesting to me how we can take to social media all day, every day, and we are 
steadily talking about what we can do to build those bridges in our community.  We had 
a room full of mentors tonight.  I worked under contract for partners in prevention when I 
first moved back for and graduate from college and came back to Longview reluctantly 
until I went into sales, but glad to be home.  We have those programs in place.  We 
have Thrive 360.   
 
We saw the children one by one stand up tonight and address us.  These are the times 
we live in right now.  We have the Boys and Girls Club of East Texas and Longview on 
High Street.  We have all of these different things in place and so my charge to 
everyone.  If we are truly going to live up to the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King and if 
we truly care and if we are the people we say that we are encourage someone you 
know who has a child that needs to be participating in one of those programs.  We miss 
it so often in our community when we try to re-create the wheel.  We have what we 
need in Longview.  So let’s embrace those things and that's how we are able to come 
together and be the cohesive unit and build upon our great city.  So thank you and 
happy MLK to everyone.    
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Council Member Wright:  Town Hall meeting on February 2, 2016.  On a positive note 
though, I have a friend here tonight I haven't seen at a Council meeting.  Mr. Dennis; 
Dennis is a member of the Longview Ambucs and the weekends they put in building 
ramps for citizens that can't get out of their houses should be commended, so I want to 
commend you on those long weekends doing that.  I also want to recognize the 
Longview Greggton Rotary Club.  I don't know how many of you were able to go to the 
Behold the Lamb of God Concert at the Belcher Center but we raised about $37 
thousand for both Newgate Mission and Highway 80 Rescue Mission.   
 
Mayor Mack:  The Martin Luther King Jr. city wide celebration.  It starts Friday, January 
15, 2016, there will be activities throughout the weekend and holiday.  For a full 
schedule go to LongviewTexas.gov or call 903-445-3729.   
 
The City offices will be closed Monday in observance of MLK day. 
 
There will be normal trash and recycling collection on Monday, January 18, 2016. 
 
Congratulations to Kristen (Ishihara) on Stars over Longview.  There was a speaker 
there today named Liz Murray that had an amazing testimony.  It could apply to every 
single one of us.  No matter where you came from or where you are going.  If you 
haven’t heard her, you should look her up.  She has a book out Breaking Night.  It is an 
amazing story.  It was very inspirational.  I was pleased to be there to listen to that.   
 
Mayor Mack:  Mr. Prossor (Longview News Journal staff), I understand tonight is your 
last meeting with us Sir.   
 
Mathew Prossor:  It is. 
 
Mayor Mack:  It is our loss and someone else’s gain.  We have enjoyed having you as 
our reporter.  You have been very fair to us, very attentive, we appreciate your service 
and we wish you all the best wherever you are going to be.  We know you will land on 
your feet and we know you will do a good job.  Thank you, Sir. 
 
Mathew Prosser:  I would also like to say that part of my job is kind of to hold you guys 
accountable, sometimes, even rake you over the coals and I want to say that during my 
time as covering the city hall, not only the Council, city staff, administration, you guys 
have been incredible to work with.  Anytime I need something, you are falling over 
yourselves to get it for me, if I call, you call back.  You have been just wonderful to work 
for and it has been a pleasure.  Thank you! 
 
Mayor Mack:  This week’s survey question:  1.  When I want to support something going 
on in Longview a street light that is out, a pot hole that needs to be filled, or an idea that 
could improve Longview, I ignore it nobody cares anyway, send a report via the citysend 
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app, talk to my council representative, reach out to the mayor, talk about it with my 
friends but nothing beyond that?   
 
Citysend app – 33%.  What is amazing to me is how many people didn’t know the 
Citysend app existed.  What that says to me is collectively we, city staff, elected 
officials, we are not making that available enough.  It is a wonderful tool to allow people 
to get information in and out quickly.  I want to see us promote that, and utilize it, be 
educational to the community because most people didn’t know that existed.   
 
Ignore it, no one really cares anyway – 25% 
Send report via the CitySend app – 21% 
Reach out to my Council Representative – 7% 
Reach out to the Mayor – 11% 
Talk about it with my friends, but nothing beyond that – 36% 
 
2.  If you were to win the Powerball lottery, what would you do with the money?   
 
Bye Longview, I am moving to the beach –  
Give a portion of it to non-profit organization and enjoy the rest – 61% 
I don’t play the lottery -  
Give it all away –  
Quit my job the very next day -  
 
 
 
 
XIII. Mayor Mack’s Book Club 
 
Mayor Mack:  The new book is called the Energy Bus by John Gordon.  This is a really 
neat book.  I hope you all will go get the book.  I hope you read it because it starts in 
February.  I will be discussing this every Monday night 7 - 8 o'clock online Mayor Mack's 
book club.  I expect as good or better responsibly half the first book the go giver and all 
the great things occasionally go giver.  I'm excited about that and I'm excited about what 
this book will allow us to discuss and how it will change the way you feel about the 
people around you.  You can buy them locally at Hastings, Baron’s or Books-a-Million.   
 
 
 
 
XIV. Mayor Mack’s Scholarship Fund 
 
This is a wonderful position I have to serve you as an elected official and I don’t take 
that lightly.  It is also a paid position.  I get $416.67 cents a month for doing this.  I don’t 
need it and I don’t want it.  I am turning that money that you allow me in a salary to put 
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this into a $5000.00 Scholarship fund.  I’m going to split it four ways amongst the 4 high 
schools in Longview.  Longview, Spring Hill, Pine Tree and Hallsville high school 
students will be recipients of the scholarship.  I look forward to this because I feel that it 
is a way that I can give a little bit back. 
 
 
 
 
XV. Adjourn 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:31 p.m. 
 
[seal] 
 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Shelly Ballenger 
City Secretary 
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